MEETING OF KENT LEAGUE CLUBS

Hartley CC

8.00 pm, WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2006

AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - Reminder - £25 fine for failure to attend.

2. SPONSORSHIP

3. ECB

In 2007 Leagues affiliated to the ECB will have to (amongst other things):

1. Adopt and comply with ECB Child Welfare policies. This will require the League to include a reference in its constitution to the fact that it applies the principles of "Safe Hands"- the ECB policy on Child Welfare. 

2. In addition we will need to appoint a League Welfare Officer.

3. Adopt the ECB Code of conduct and Spirit of Cricket.

None of these should present us with problems - we are merely reflecting at League level what has already occurred within our member clubs. 

However clubs should note that to meet these requirements, some changes to the League constitution will need to be approved at the AGM in February.

4 CLUBMARK

ClubMark is the Sport England accreditation process for all recreational sports clubs to achieve as part on an integrated club development plan.  It is an essential first step in the route to getting any kind of community/ focus club status and through this access to funds and resources from both governing body and third party support schemes. In the case of the ECB and the County Boards achieving ClubMark is a prerequisite for application for funds from the ECB Trust loans and grants and for these bodies to support  applications to third party Providers - Big Lottery Fund etc. It is likely that Local Authorities will also insist on the same evidence of accreditation for any support they are requested to  provide.

Any club who has a junior section or who select juniors to play in adult teams will need to consider their position and ensure that ClubMark status is on their agenda.

The KCB currently has 22 clubs who have achieved Clubmark and another group who expect to have their Evidence Files submitted by the year end.. The KCB has assumed that we should have about 60 or 70 clubs in total across the County who really should be accredited because of their commitment to the development of young cricketers. Part of the performance delivery funding KCB receive from ECB will be related to how successful we are at achieving full representation across the County and in all Districts - how near we can get to the 60/ 70 total!

There is an expectation from ECB that the higher echelon of the game in Kent - Premier and First Division - should all be accredited, as they are in other Counties, and that these clubs lead and carry the profile for the delivery of the game in their catchment areas. At the moment this is not the case and the benefits of accreditation are being delivered through other grass roots clubs, who are carrying the reputation of KCB and also receiving significant benefits.

Some new funding streams like the Governments Community Clubs Development Project (CCDP) carries a commitment that those who have already received benefit will achieve ClubMark. In some cases recipients have not yet delivered on this commitment and ECB have the option of claiming the money back!!

It was announced at a recent ECB Seminar that an independent assessor, Knight , Kavanagh and Page have been asked to  work with ECB and other sports governing bodies to carry out audits to assure compliance and to take the lead role in driving the ClubMark accreditation culture.  The focus is now on us to change our club culture and align with the requirements of both our own governing body and as part of the movement to ensure that all opportunities in recreational sport are managed and delivered to a standard.

5. RULE CHANGES

When we had 18 teams per division we had promotion and relegation for 2 teams, up and down. Now we have moved to divisions of 10 we have a similar figure which now means 40% of teams are affected.

Does a new Club who is promoted have enough time to bed in as there is now a 20% chance of being promoted or relegated against 10% previously.

Do we wish to discuss any change?

6. LINES OF COMMUNICATION

Clubs are reminded to ensure that they contact appropriate members of the Management Committee on matters they wish to raise i.e. ground matters to David Barrett, financial matters to Barry Styles, disciplinary matters to Peter Robinson etc.

7. THE LEAGUE DINNER

The League Dinner will take place at the Ramada Hotel, Maidstone on Friday 10th November, at 7.00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. 

Clubs will again be seated on round tables of 10 to try to improve the service. All Clubs receive an allocation of five tickets, with all League Champions receiving an additional five. League Champions who wish to take up their extra allocation should send cheques for £175 BEFORE the dinner to the Treasurer.

Please will Clubs confirm their attendance on the League Website www.kcl.uk.net - a Club who does not wish to attend should email the League informing us accordingly and we will use our best endeavours to sell your tickets for you. Any Clubs requiring additional tickets should also email the League and watch the website for announcements of tickets ‘for sale’. Any dietary requirements, please contact Stuart Whitehead.

All Clubs who won League trophies last year should return them to Stuart Whitehead by arrangement (01622 814924) or at the latest at this meeting.

8. DISCIPLINE

It is disappointing to report an increase in the numbers of players reported by umpires for misdemeanours on the field this season. Clubs are reminded to ensure the spirit of cricket is upheld and that this cooperation continues in the future.

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a) Dennis Stones is standing down as Chairman of the umpires panel. We would like to thank him for his sterling efforts over the past few years. Ken Amos will take over in 2007.

b) Congratulations to the Premier/Division 1 Representative team on winning the National Inter League CCC Knock out and thanks to all match managers of all the representative teams.

c) Do we need a Club meeting in October unless Clubs have submitted proposals in writing to the League by, say, the middle of September? Many matters could be covered on the website - it is only potential rule/constitution changes that require a meeting in October to formulate appropriate wording for agreement at the AGM in February.

